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Name: Mike Harman - NEA State Director, Salt Lake Education 
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Conference Attended: 2019 Education International World Congress 

Conference Date: 7/21/19 

 

How can leaders/members contact you if they want more information or clarification? 

email: harman@xmission.com 

Conference Overview (May include keynote topics, workshops/breakout session topics, etc.) 

This gathering of over 1400 delegates from over 150 countries was amazing. It was held in Bangkok, 
July 19-26, 2019. The Congress discussed and passed a number of resolutions including one proposed 
by the NEA on protecting the rights of immigrant and refugee youth. Other resolution topics included: 
Continued action against child labor by fighting school dropout and working towards quality and 
inclusive education for all; Quality Early Childhood Education for All; Expanding and Sustaining the 
Global Response to Commercialization & Privatization of Education. 

 

As a NEA delegate, it was interesting to listed to the debate, often through interpreters, and realizing 
that many of the issues we face in our country are global issues faced by educators around the world. 
Many of the threats we face to student success are the same as those in Africa, Central America and 
Europe. 

 

I attended a breakout session on Unions Fighting Back. This discussion was led by union leaders from 
Bahrain, Zimbabwe, Buenos Aires, and NEA President Lily Eskelsen Garcia. It was particularly 
interesting to hear about grassroots movements, such as the Red for Ed, are often more effective, than 
those lead by large organization. Lily touched on the fact that many of the RFE actions have not been 
led by the association, but individuals, taking the lead. 

 

I attended another workshop on engaging in policy dialogue. One of the key points from this workshop 
was how social media can play a critical role in efforts to engage others regarding policy development. 
The presenter was from Ghana, and talked about how they used social media to engage and recruit 
individuals to participate in their actions. She discussed how social media can be critical to encouraging 
participation, increasing engagement, and beginning a movement. 

 

One of the keynote speakers was Maia Ressa, from this Philippines. She has been arrested multiple 
times for reporting on the corruption and human rights violations taking place in the Philippines. Yet, 
she persists. 

In what ways would you be comfortable sharing this information with those in your building, 
local or state association? 

In my school/building 

In my community 

UEA or local committee (EMAC, Elections, Membership and Organizing, PAC, etc.) 

Newsletter Article/Op-Ed 

Other sources, links, documents that support the topics included in this training. 

In you would like to learn more about Education International, the website is: https://www.ei-ie.org/ 
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