Educators’s license suspended for 
violating testing protocols!

Teachers have been fired for helping students perform better on standardized tests in violation of test rules (called protocols).  For several years the Utah Professional Practices Advisory Commission (UPPAC) has disciplined teachers who intentionally violate test protocols by warning or reprimanding educators, but UPPAC has not suspended or revoked licenses in most cases.  As standardized test results are used to make decision, the severity and number of testing protocol violations increase.  Recently, UPPAC, in response to No Child Left Behind, and the Utah Basic Skills Competency Test (U-BISC) announced intentional violations of test protocols by educators will result in the loss of license for a period of time.
The increase in penalty comes after several years in which standardized test scores have become more important—increasing the temptation to cheat.   Conduct that was previously the basis for a “warning” or “reprimand” will be grounds to suspend (or revoke in very serious cases) educator’s license.  A suspension or revocation of a license is important.  School districts MUST terminate an educator’s employment if s/he does not have a teaching or administrator’s license.

Educators facing penalties imposed by NCLB or U-BISC must consider that violating testing protocols will result in even greater penalties—rather than just being reassigned to another school or your school being placed in the class or failing to make your annual yearly progress (AYP), violators will lose their jobs.
Here are a few important rules for educators to follow:

1. The test manual instructions are to be read and precisely followed.  If you are in doubt as to whether something or some conduct is permitted, don’t do it.  As directed in the test instruction manual: (a) begin instructions to students, (b) distribute the tests, (c) monitor testing, and (d) collect the tests.  

2. Never leave the testing area during the administration of the test.

3. The best preparation for testing is teaching the Utah core curriculum (see www.usoe.k12.ut.us/curr).

4. Never copy a test.

5. Keep all tests and test manuals secured.

6. Count all tests and test manuals.

7. Never used old tests for any reason including practicing test preparation.

8. The teacher and the building principal should agree on the number of tests given the teacher and returned to the principal.  The USOE numbers all tests and manuals to help keep track of their number and location.

9. Only qualified staff can administer tests; students cannot be used to monitor testing.

10. Test administrators are usually limited to clarifying directions and explaining how to mark the answer sheet.  Do not rephrase questions, give hints, analogies, or other information.

11. The rules for special needs students may be different, but make certain that you know the rules.  The rules can be found at www.usoe.k12.ut.us/eval.

12. Return all tests and manuals to the appropriate person (usually the building administrator).

Legitimate activities to improve test scores:

1. Scores can be improved by “teaching to the test.”  Educators know what areas are to be tested.  Simply spending more time teaching those subjects will improve test scores.
2. Practice test taking (but not “the” test).  Prepare students physically and psychologically to take the test.  It is during the “practice” that teachers can give hints about answering questions, making corrections, and guessing.  Helpful hints cannot be given once the testing procedure has begun.
3. Make certain your instructional materials are aligned to the core curriculum.

4. Assist students to remove external stress and noises.
5. As part of the practice for test taking, tell students to answer the questions they know the answer to and to return later when they have time to work on those they do not.
6. Tell students to get a good night’s rest prior to taking the test and to have a good breakfast the morning of the test.
7. Make certain students have pencils, paper, and a good working (testing) environment.

The Evaluation and Assessment section of the USOE has additional information on its web site: www.usoe.k12.ut.us/eval. 
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